Reunion Report, by Jeanne Gray Loughmann
Presentation High School, Berkeley’s, Class of 1972 held its Golden Reunion on
Saturday, October 8 at Trader Vic’s Restaurant in Emeryville. Honored were the twelve
deceased classmates, as well as the class’s Army, Navy, and Air Force veterans whose
service dates back to the Vietnam era. The memorial display also included a list of the
Presentation Sisters at the school during this time who have died. Forty-six of the
remaining sixty-nine graduates were present, others sending their best wishes.
The luncheon, with views of the Emeryville Marina, East Bay, and San Francisco on
clear and warm October afternoon, included classic Trader Vic’s classic tropical
beverages from a bayside Tiki Bar, speeches, a “Halls of Memory” slide show, beautiful
door prizes, and a “50/50” cash raffle in support of event costs. Enough raffle money
was raised to award two cash prizes. The showstopper was the well-preserved brown
plaid pleated skirt and brown uniform sweater, replete with club and honor society pins
and Girls’ Athletic Association (GAA) sports star-shaped patches. It was shared by a
member of the Class of ’73 just hours before the event, after months of searching by the
reunion committee, and was cleverly displayed on a perfectly-sized wooden Tiki god that
was part of the Polynesian room décor.
While most attendees were local to the Bay Area and Northern California, several ladies
travelled from Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Pennsylvania. Carla Brinkley ’72
(pictured in wheelchair), her sister, Cathy Brinkley PHS-B ’74, and Carla’s daughter,
Tiffany, made the reunion part of a road trip from Walla Walla to family reunions in
Sacramento, Utah, and Missouri. The fifty-year celebration ended with a loud and
perfectly-timed flyover by the Blue Angels heading into San Francisco for their Fleet
Week air show.
Months of preparations and communications were highlighted by the advance publication
of classmates’ personal profiles since 1972, which featured current photos, making dayof recognition easier. A timeline history of the school was also published, starting with
the Sisters’ arrival in San Francisco in 1854 and the Berkeley school’s founding by
Mother Teresa Comerford, PBVM. An appreciation for their Catholic education was
expressed by many.
Grammar school friends who had also shared their high school years at Presentation
were particularly happy to visit. Women in the class hailed from several public and ten
Catholic grammar schools in Oakland, Berkeley, El Cerrito, San Pablo, and Richmond.
Two are alumnae from the first eighth grade class at St. David’s in Richmond. Several of
these grammar schools still hold regular alumni reunions.
The class entered Presentation as freshmen mere months after the assassinations of
both Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy and the resulting unrest. Their
senior year was marked locally by the opening of the BART system, after years of
construction on nearby streets and downtown. Their high school years from 1968 to
1972, just a half-mile from the Cal campus, were some of the most turbulent years in the
country and in the city of Berkeley, and of transformation in the Church and changes in
religious life. The Civil Rights Movement, the Free Speech Movement at Berkeley, and
the “Summer of Love” just across the Bay in San Francisco had marked their grammar

school years, as had the Beatles and iconic Sixties music. Born into the “Baby Boomer”
generation, they were witnesses to history in their youth, though often unwittingly.
The majority of the class has college or higher degrees, many from Cal Berkeley. Most
married, and have children and grandchildren, and still live in the greater Bay Area and
California. Virtually all pursued careers and most are now retired from the fields of
education, medicine, health care, social work, Science, Law, local, state, and federal
government, art, music, and theatre, real estate, office administration and management,
the Armed Services and law enforcement, banking, manufacturing, public relations, and
more. Nursing and teaching were the leading professions among the class. Several
women held prominent positions in the Nursing field in the Bay Area and State. A
number had careers in Catholic education.
The Class of ’72 claims more than one hundred Presentation-Berkeley alumnae among
their relatives, dating back to the 1930s and even to Louise Tanzillo Gaeta, Class of
1915 and grandmother of Laurie Gaeta Cullen ’72, chair of the reunion committee.
Louise would have studied in the original Berkeley convent classrooms; classmates had
to wonder if beloved Sister Annetta had taught her! Darlene Martin Almeida’s mom,
Alice Austria/ Violante, now 93 and mom of three PHS alumnae, graduated from the high
school 75 years ago, and had one of the ’72 teachers, Sister Virginia, as her Latin
teacher twenty-five years earlier. St. Joseph’s Grammar School friends reminisced
about having music and academic lessons in the 1877 convent and classrooms just
across the street before they were destroyed by fire in June 1966. Standouts in the
Class of ’72 for the most alumnae in the family were the Reeds (6), Halliwells (6),
Hanlons (7), Sindiciches/Selways (7) and Grays (13).
Plans for future gatherings, a class newsletter, and even a Birthday Card Club are in the
works. Thanks to all who worked in support of a wonderful reunion: Andrea Hetley,
PBVM Archivist, University Terrace, Berkeley (the 1924 St. Joseph’s/Presentation High
School building), Trader Vic’s, Emeryville, the entire Class of 1972, Meg Cullen Holm,
and the Reunion Committee that met regularly beginning last January: Laurie Gaeta
Cullen, Sheila Reed Geritz, Janice Perry Magee, Diane Gutierrez Villanueva, Leslie
Knight, and Jeanne Gray Loughman. The Class of ’72 is grateful to the Presentation
High Sisters, faculty and staff, our grammar schools, and our parents and families for the
care and education we received during our high school years. Photo: Meg Cullen Holm
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