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ARCH B I S HOP

We are made
for communion
with each other
I
BY
ARCHBISHOP
SALVATORE
JOSEPH
CORDILEONE
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f there is anything that the past year and a half has
shown us, it’s that human beings desire to be present
to one another. We are not made to live in isolation,
or even virtually. Despite its many good uses, Zoom is
no substitute for in-person education and certainly no
substitute for encountering the Lord in the Holy Mass.
God Himself thought as much when He came to meet
us by sending His Son, Jesus. God could have chosen to
redeem us “virtually,” but He didn’t. He came to meet us
in person, face-to-face. This is one of the most unique
and even radical aspects of our faith. Christianity is
not an abstraction. It is not a philosophy. It is not even
primarily an institution. Christianity is a face-to-face
encounter with Jesus. This incarnational principle is
the foundation of all we do as Catholics and at the
heart of what makes Catholic education so distinctive.
Catholic schools are places of authentic encounter and
communion.
While every gathering of persons might be called
a “community,” the incarnational principle of our
faith is what elevates Catholic communities, and
indeed Catholic schools, to places of real presence and
communion. The notions of “presence” and “community”
can only be abstracted so far (through virtual means,
for example) before they lose their very meaning. We
desire not only presence but real presence. We desire not
only community in the abstract, but to be in authentic
communion. The document, “The Catholic School on
the Threshold of the Third Millennium,” from the
Congregation for Catholic Education, points out that
“this community dimension in the Catholic school is
not a merely sociological category; it has a theological
foundation as well.” The communal dimension of
Catholic education is rooted in God Himself, in His very
nature as a communion of self-giving Persons — Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. Made in God’s image and likeness,
we too are made for communion with one another and,
ultimately, with God.
What brings us together and unites us is not only ›
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Cultivate a lifelong
love of learning
Join our enriched community offering
academic, spiritual, social, emotional
and physical development.
Contact us for tours and more information.

stanselmschool.com
40 Belle Ave. San Anselmo, CA 94960
415.454.8667 | info@stanselmschool.com
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that many individuals of diverse gifts and
backgrounds are gathered together (many
institutions can claim as much), but that our
Catholic schools have at their center the only
true source of unity in diversity, Jesus Christ,

May God bless our families and educators
and continue to make our Catholic schools
places of true encounter and communion.”
Who is truly present in the Eucharist — Body,
Blood, Soul and Divinity. It is such a sign of hope
and joy for me when I see our Catholic school
children attend Mass and spend time during
the day in adoration of Christ present in the
Blessed Sacrament. Real presence matters! This
is why Our Lord promised to be with us always
(Matthew 28:20) and why He makes Himself
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present to us — really, truly, substantially — in
the Holy Eucharist.
When our Catholic schools prioritized a
return to in-person learning at the beginning
of the pandemic, they were putting their
incarnational mission as Catholic schools into
action. The church recognizes that a “variety
of pedagogical theories exist; the choice of the
Catholic educator, based on a Christian concept
of the human person, should be the practice
of a pedagogy which gives special emphasis to
direct and personal contact with the students.”
(Congregation for Catholic Education, “Lay
Catholics in Schools: Witnesses to Faith,” 21).
As we celebrate Catholic Schools Week, we
recognize the incarnational principle that is part
of the good news of Catholic education. God is
really present with us. He is not distant. He does
not leave us orphans. He is Emmanuel, God-withus! May God bless our families and educators and
continue to make our Catholic schools places of
true encounter and communion. ■
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Reverse Mortgage FHA Lending
Limit is Now $970,800
As of January 1st, 2022 a reverse mortgage
may provide more money at a lower rate.
Our JUMBO loan may offer you up to $4 million.
New lowered minimum age is now 55.*
Call me. I’m Local.

January is Human Trafficking Month

Harvard MBA
Phone 650-523-9997
ReverseManDan.com

Pope Francis has called on all of us to do something to prevent the evil of
modern day slavery.
Human trafficking uses people for forced labor or sexual exploitation.
It is both an international and local subjection of persons for criminal profit.

Dan Casagrande

What you can do …

Dan Casagrande NMLS# 561104, Mutual of Omaha Mortgage, Inc., NMLS ID 1025894. 3131 Camino Del Rio N 1100, San Diego, CA
92108. Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection & Innovation under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act, License
4131356. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and the document was not approved by HUD, FHA or any Government Agency.
*Minimum age for the HECM is 62. Subject to credit approval.
www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

- Invite the California Sisters Against Human Trafficking
for more information or group presentation
- Contact your politicians about legislation on this issue:
visit www.castla.org for information
- Pray for victims and survivors

Contact Sr. Therese Randolph, RSM

TRMERCY.TR@GMAIL.COM

(Serving the Bay Area Since 1968)

PLUMBING
HEATING
FIRE PROTECTION
BOILERS
CERTIFICATIONS
DESIGN • CONSTRUCTION • SERVICE
Commercial
www.heckerfiduciary.com
iris@heckerfiduciary.com

650.588.0447
Residential
CA. LIC 251241
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Alliance of Mission District Catholic Schools

School of the Epiphany
600 Italy Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94112
415-337-4030
www.sfepiphany.org
Accepting applications for grades TK-8
Schedule a School Tour Today!

Saint Anthony Immaculate
Conception School
299 Precita Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94110
415-648-2008
www.saicsf.org
Accepting applications for grades K-8
Schedule a School Tour Today!

Saint James School

321 Fair Oaks Street, San Francisco, CA 94110
415-647-8972
www.saintjamessf.org
Accepting applications for grades K-8
Schedule a School Tour Today!

Good Shepherd School
909 Oceana Boulevard, Pacifica, CA 94044
650-359-4544
www.goodshepherdschool.us
Accepting applications for grades K-8
Schedule a School Tour Today!

Saint Finn Barr School

419 Hearst Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94112
415-333-1800
www.stfinnbarr.org
Accepting applications for grades K-8
Schedule a School Tour Today!

ST.
IGNATIUS
COLLEGE PREPARATORY
T H I S I S J E S U I T, T H I S I S S I

ABOUT US
Student Body = 1,508
Average Class Size: 25
Student Teacher Ratio = 15:1
Average # of Applicants = 1,200
Every student receives a Personal/Academic Counselor
and a College Counselor
Myriad of Advanced Placement Programs offered
66 Athletic Teams in 26 Sports
117 Student-run clubs and Affinity Groups
Performing Arts Program ranks as one of the top
programs in the bay area and includes Drama, Dance,
Choral Music, Instrumental Music and Tech Theatre

ST. IGNATIUS COLLEGE PREPARATORY

OUR HOUSE IS

ALWAYS

OPEN

We can’t wait to meet you!
Check out available tour dates
and SI events online to plan
your future campus visit.

99% of SI graduates attend a four-year college

WWW.SIPREP.ORG/ADMISSIONS
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SU PE R I NTE N DE NT

Our Catholic schools put
children first – because
they are beloved by God
H
BY PAMELA
LYONS

Superintendent
of the
Department
of Catholic
Schools of the
Archdiocese of
San Francisco

8

appy Catholic Schools Week! I am
so proud of the strong Catholic
communities, innovative educational
programs and dedicated people we find at each
of these schools. You may be wondering what
is it that separates the Catholic schools of the
Archdiocese of San Francisco from the many
other schools in Marin, San Francisco and
San Mateo. You may be asking yourself, why
Catholic school?
When children enter a Catholic school,
they are treated as God’s beloved children,
created in his image and likeness, and as
such are inherently good. In other words,
all of our students are beloved because they
are created by God. Catholic schools create
educational opportunities that not only
address the intellect, but of equal importance,
the spiritual, moral and social aspects of
every child. We recognize the importance of
academic excellence and are diligent about
ensuring that our students are receiving an
education on par with and, in most cases, an
education that greatly surpasses other local
public and private institutions. The difference
lies in our pursuit of academic excellence as
a pathway to a greater good. Our curriculum
is rooted in the Gospels that inspire a love of
learning and the intellectual pursuit of the
truth. I always tell our teachers that we are
educating our students to change the world,
by contributing to the kingdom on earth, with
their ultimate goal being entrance into the
kingdom of heaven.
Never have our schools been clearer in
their purpose of furthering the mission of the
church by ensuring that our schools are truly
grounded in the Catholic faith and committed
to academic excellence, cultivating the
virtuous life, nurturing a Christian community
and nourishing a Catholic worldview. This
school year, more than 22,000 students

attend Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of
San Francisco. We welcome those members
of our community who are not currently
attending a school in the archdiocese to
visit a Catholic school and experience for
yourself all they have to offer. I also invite
you to visit our website at schools.sfarch.org.
Our goal in creating this site was to provide
you with important information about our
22 preschools, 56 elementary schools and 12
high schools in Marin, San Francisco and San
Mateo counties. Join us in our mission to grow
our students’ understanding that they are
God’s beloved so they may fully realize God’s
plan for them. ■
JANUARY 2022 | CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO
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SU PE R I NTE N DE NT

W ITH SUPERIN

BY CHRISTINA GRAY
Lead writer,
Catholic
San Francisco
grayc@sfarch.org
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CSF: The new year marks almost two
years of dealing with the changing
complexities of the COVID-19 pandemic
in our schools. Where are we today
in terms of masks, testing and
vaccines for students and staff?
Pamela Lyons: Like everything else with
the pandemic, it has been a little complicated,
but things are running smoothly. Dealing
with COVID-19 is just something we do now.
We are still following all the individual
county health guidelines. Unless a medical
exemption has been granted, all students
and staff at our schools wear masks indoors.
Some schools that aren’t required to are still
masking outdoors to be extra-cautious. The
kids are so used to wearing masks that more
than half of them are still wearing them
outside at the schools where they don’t have
to.
Last year if someone came down with
COVID-19, the entire cohort had to stay
JANUARY 2022 | CATHOLIC Photo
SAN FRANCISCO
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A

S

uperintendent of
Schools Pamela
Lyons talked with
Catholic San Francisco
about the educational
challenges of the past two
years and how looking at
our faith story has helped
administrators, teachers
and students navigate
them with grit and grace.

T ENDENT PAMELA LYONS
home for two weeks. Now, we monitor
anyone who has been exposed to a person
with COVID-19 for more than 10 minutes
without a mask and at a distance less than
6 feet. If they have symptoms, they have to
quarantine. If they don’t have symptoms,
they are still tested, twice. If both tests are
negative, no quarantine is necessary.
I can’t emphasize enough the work of my
team. I’ve got four associate superintendents
who worked so hard supporting their schools
and navigating all the sometimes rapidly
changing health protocols. We are grateful
for the school leaders, teachers and families
for trusting us.
CSF: What about the vaccine for students?
PL: The next big challenge for us is going
to be the vaccine for students. At this
time, teachers and staff either have to be
vaccinated or must be tested every week.
There is no vaccine mandate in California for
CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO | JANUARY 2022

students, and we are not documenting which
of our students are vaccinated and which are
not.
When the California state legislature
returns this month, I’m pretty sure there is
going to be something about a COVID-19
vaccine requirement for students brought
before it. I think there is a pretty good chance
there will be a mandate that allows for a
parental exception.
CSF: What have you noticed, if anything,
about your students/staff since the
full return of in-person learning?
PL: This year I am doing what I call my
superintendent’s “listening and learning tour”
of all of our archdiocesan elementary schools.
I’ve done about 18 so far this year. Pretty
much across the board, principals say that
everyone is so happy to be back together and
not stuck in the house on Zoom.
You can really feel that energy when ›
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The students never thought that school was something that could be taken
away from them. Now I think many of them have a new appreciation for being
able to be together in a community.”
you walk through the classrooms. The
students never thought that school was
something that could be taken away from
them. Now I think many of them have a new
appreciation for being able to be together in
a community.
As far as our faculty and staff, last year was
admittedly hard on them. First it was remote
learning, then it was hybrid learning, where
some kids are at home and others are in class.
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I definitely see and sense the relief that “now
that we are all back in the classroom together
I can actually do my job.”
But it hasn’t been luck. When a crisis
happens, if there are cracks in the foundation
they show up and the whole thing falls apart.
We were able to come through this because
of our strong foundation.
CSF: You reported earlier that scholastic
JANUARY 2022 | CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO

Catholic Elementary & Middle School
Transitional Kindergarten through 8th Grade
Strong Visual Arts Program
Project-Based Curriculum
Daily French Instruction in All Grades
Academic Decathlon Champions
Successful Robotic Clubs
Convenient Downtown Location
Dynamic Parent Community
CALL FOR A TOUR SCHEDULE

(415) 421-0069
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test results seemed to indicate that
Catholic school students who returned
more quickly to in-person learning
than public school counterparts
suffered less “learning loss.” Have
you seen continued evidence?
PL: Our students take the Renaissance Star
Assessment test four times a year. The last
test in November 2021 showed that across
the board as an archdiocese, every single
grade saw academic growth. While there are
other things teachers are dealing with in the
classroom, kids are still learning. I was really
pleased with that report.
CSF: What other things are
teachers dealing with?
PL: While we haven’t noticed a learning ›
CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO | JANUARY 2022
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Our enrollment is up this year for the
first time in 15 years. I think that is really a
testament to the great work of our Catholic
schools. They’ve always done a great job,
but they really came through last year with
COVID-19.”
loss, what we have noticed is a bit of a
developmental loss in social skills. Some of
our kids who have been remote learning the
whole time haven’t been around other kids
for a year and a half. Behaviors that we’re
seeing in eighth grade we would normally
see in sixth grade. I definitely feel that social/
emotional learning is what we have to focus
on in a special way. That is where our faith
is such a gift in our Catholic schools. We’re
able to look to the Gospels and talk about
the struggles of Jesus and other people in the
Bible and use those as examples of what we are

14

going through right now. It just adds another
dimension that I think is really important.
CSF: Have there been any surprising or
positive outcomes to the last year or two?
PL: Our enrollment is up this year for the
first time in 15 years. I think that is really a
testament to the great work of our Catholic
schools. They’ve always done a great job,
but they really came through last year
with COVID-19. Unfortunately, Catholic
school enrollment has been on a 15 percent
downward trend nationwide for some time.
This year at our archdiocesan schools, we
are up 2 percent in enrollment. We’ve taken
in a lot of new students. I have some schools
who took in as many as 20 new students in
September 2020. Our virtual program was
really solid, our getting back to in-person
learning quickly last year really spread by
word of mouth. That’s been very exciting
for us. But it’s also a blessing, with a bit of a
learning curve. ■
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Fearless, We Pursue

COMMUNITY

Find out more at shcp.edu/visit
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ST.PIUS
PIUSSCHOOL
SCHOOL
ST.
PREKK- 8
- 8OPEN
OPENHOUSE
HOUSE
PRE

Where: St. Pius School
Where: St. Pius School
1100 Woodside Road
1100 Woodside Road
Redwood City, CA 94061
Redwood City, CA 94061
When: Sunday, January 31, 2022
Fostering spiritual,
When: Sunday,
January
31,
2022
Fostering
spiritual,
Join us for Mass at 9:30 am
Join
us for Mass
at 9:30
am
intellectual, social,
Followed
by School
Tours
intellectual,
social,
Followed by School Tours
emotional, and
emotional,
and
Now accepting applications
Now accepting applications
physical growth.
physical growth.
FAITH • COMMUNITY
FAITH
• COMMUNITY
21ST CENTURY
SKILLS
21ST
CENTURY
SKILLS
STEAM • SEL • SPORTS
STEAM • SEL • SPORTS
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For more information: stpiusschool.org
For more information: stpiusschool.org
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650-368-8327
650-368-8327

Saint Isabella K-8 School provides a
wholesome nurturing environment
that establishes a foundation for
lifelong learning. We are a parent
involved school located in Terra
Linda on a private campus close to
Hwy 101. Our programs promote
Saint Isabella K-8 School provides a wholesome nurturing environment that establishes a
foundation for lifelong learning. We are a parent
involved schoolsocial,
located inand
Terraspiritual
Linda on a
the academic,
private campus close to Hwy. 101. Our programs promote the academic, social, and spiritual
of our students.
development ofdevelopment
our students.

Saint Isabella K-8 School provides a wholesome nurturing environment that establishes a
foundation for lifelong learning. We are a parent involved school located in Terra Linda on a
private campus close to Hwy. 101. Our programs promote the academic, social, and spiritual
development of our students.

Saint Isabella K-8 School provides a wholesome nurturing environment that establishes a
foundation for lifelong learning. We are a parent involved school located in Terra Linda on a
private campus close to Hwy. 101. Our programs promote the academic, social, and spiritual
School Tours are offered by Appointment
of tour,
ourplease
students.
Todevelopment
schedule a personalized
contact us at 415-479-3727 x112 or admissions@stisabellaschool.org
1 Trinity Way Terra Linda – San Rafael
www.stisabellaschool.org

COME JOIN OUR SCHOOL
PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE AT
SCHOOL.OLLNOVATO.ORG
TO REQUEST INFORMATION

School Tours are offered by Appointment
To schedule a personalized tour, please contact us at 415-479-3727 x112 or admissions@stisabellaschool.org
1 Trinity Way Terra Linda – San Rafael
www.stisabellaschool.org

School Tours are offered
bytours
Appointment
School
are offered by appointment.
To schedule a personalized tour, please
contact us
at 415-479-3727
x112please
or admissions@stisabellaschool.org
To schedule
a personalized
tour,
contact us at 415.479.3727 x112
1 Trinity Way Terra Linda
–
San
Rafael
or rpheatt@stisabellaschool.org
www.stisabellaschool.org
1 Trinity Way TerraLinda - San Rafael

www.stisabellaschool.org

Mission Dolores Academy
An Independent Catholic School Committed to Excellence

Apply Online Today!
Grades K through 8

     
  
 
  
    
     
  
 
   
www.mdasf.org/admissions
415.346.9500
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ASHANTI BRANCH
The metaphorical
masks we wear
BY AIMEE
LEWIS STRAIN

18

A

mask can be used for
performance or entertainment,
or as protection for hunting,
sports or war. A mask can protect
more than the face alone, and if you
ask Ashanti Branch, a mask can be
invisible yet desired to combat the fear
of being vulnerable or misunderstood.
This metaphorical mask cripples many
from finding their true selves.
JANUARY 2022 | CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO

Photo courtesy Serra magazine Traditions

Branch is the founder and executive director of The
Ever Forward Club, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
helping African American and Latino males achieve their
potential. For decades, Branch has focused his attention
on creating an environment where young men can find
the space to see themselves as human beings with human
emotions.
“So often, these boys are trained to hide behind the image
of a man who is strong because he does not let emotions
take over,” Branch said. “Expressing those emotions helps
us to peel back the layers to find out who we really are – we
are enough. We are important and we are valuable.”
Throughout the past school year, students at Junípero
Serra High School have listened to talks with Branch
as part of the platform of inclusion in Serra’s Mission
and Brotherhood program. Themes discussed have
included emotional disconnection, confined masculinity,
judgment and confidence.
Many of the discussions stem from a project
spearheaded by the Los Angeles High School for
Recording Arts, titled “1,000 Masks.” Students from
CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO | JANUARY 2022

all over the world created personal masks. When these
masks were showcased, an incredible connection formed
between many of the students who had hidden the same
emotions. Some of the seemingly put-together and
confident students were also feeling frazzled and unsure.
Students and faculty at Serra participated in this
hands-on workshop to create their individual masks.
Dividing a paper in two, students drew one picture and
added six words. On the left, Branch asked each student
to add qualities and characteristics that he proudly lets
the world see. On the right, students were directed to
add qualities that they feel the need to hide.
So what happens when happiness, confidence, pride,
funny and hopeful meet sad, anxious, overwhelmed,
angry and uncomfortable? According to Branch, the
mask of emotional disconnection is something that men
have historically honed. Well-known phrases such as “Be
a man” or “Suck it up” create a male composite that lacks
vulnerability and open discussions surrounding how a
man is feeling. He added that there is a male perception
that you’re weak when you show emotion. ›

19

Well-known phrases such as ‘Be a man’ or ‘Suck it up’ create a male composite that
lacks vulnerability and open discussions surrounding how a man is feeling.”
Photo courtesy Serra magazine Traditions

“If you can’t show feelings because you’re considered
weak, then you’re following someone else’s rules for you.
Is that weak?” Branch questioned. One of his favorite
borrowed phrases is “When we repress our emotions,
they pile up like a debt that will come due.”
Fearing judgment, many men choose to mask their
emotions, which leads to problems later in life. Branch
noted that a lack of expression can potentially lead to
an inability to express emotions in a healthy manner,
sometimes leading men to turn to substance abuse or
explode in anger. To combat this possibility, Branch
said, men should find a circle of friends to discuss their
feelings. He asked the students to consider this: “Is this
the man I want to be?”
“Through emotional expression comes self-esteem and
a healthy mental state – something everyone needs these
days,” Branch said.
Serra junior Kyle Nash was inspired by Branch. “I think
that the most valuable takeaway from Mr. Branch was
something that he said in his first workshop: ‘Don’t
compare your struggle to someone else’s.’ While we
should always be thankful for the privileges and benefits
we are given in life, we should not try to undermine
our own trauma and struggles with someone else’s by
deeming theirs as worse. Mr. Branch helped me learn

20

that by invalidating our own trauma and trying to
pretend that because it’s better than someone else’s that
we just further damage ourselves and stifle any progress
we’ve made to grow from that trauma.
“I think that Mr. Branch’s presence enhanced our
current curriculum by allowing us to discuss more
difficult topics, while still maintaining a sensitive
approach toward these topics,” Nash said. “Especially in
classes such as history and English, where we often meet
these uncomfortable conversations.”
According to Serra President Barry Thornton, the
addition of Branch’s work to the Serra curriculum has
helped students to grow in self-awareness, acceptance
and confidence. “His partnership with our Mission and
Brotherhood program is a perfect match that helps our
Padres to develop these leadership skills in the context
of faith and thus be powerful leaders for the good in our
society,” Thornton said. “Ashanti’s work with our faculty
has been similarly inspiring, and it has helped the Serra
community be more effective mentors to our young
men.”
- Published courtesy Junípero Serra High School.
First published in Serra magazine Traditions FallWinter 2021 edition. ■
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WHERE GIRLS WITH DREAMS
BECOME WOMEN OF VISION
1540 RALSTON AVENUE | BELMONT, CA 94002
WWW.NDHSB.ORG

Contact us at (415) 648-2055, or info@stpaulsf.net,
to schedule a tour with the principal
www.stpaulschoolsf.org

1690 Church Street, San Francisco, CA 94131

Celebrating
105 years

of Academic Excellence,
Community, and
Diversity in beautiful
Noe Valley

Class of 2021 graduates have been accepted to the following High Schools:
Archbishop Riordan * Bay School * Drew * Immaculate Conception Academy * Lick
Wilmerding * Lowell * Mercy Burlingame * Sacred Heart Cathedral * Convent of the
Sacred Heart * Serra * St. Ignatius * SOTA * University * Urban * Waldorf * Stuart Hall

Notre Dame
Elementary School
Learning that lights the way

Independent, co-ed Catholic school
located in Belmont, California, serving
students in preschool-8th grade.
Space available in most grades.
Contact Director of Admissions,
Maureen Smith to schedule a school
CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO | JANUARY 2022
tour, (650)
591-2209 or msmith@nde.org.
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SCHOOL
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E DUCATION

ST. CLARE
INITIATIVE:
A pioneering
response to the
challenges of a
diverse classroom
BY CHRISTINA GRAY
Lead writer,
Catholic
San Francisco
grayc@sfarch.org

24

T

he Department of Catholic Schools is in
year two of a professional advancement
program for Catholic educators designed
to help teachers gain the skills they need to
help students from a spectrum of backgrounds
thrive academically.
Named after a 13th-century saint revered
for her bold and faith-filled response to
fierce challenges, the St. Clare Initiative for
Leading and Learning was launched in 2019
to help teachers and administrators provide
an exceptional Catholic education to students
regardless of their starting point.
“What we want to make sure we are doing is
meeting every child where they are and moving
them forward,” said Tara Rolle, Ph.D. associate
superintendent of schools and executive
director of the St. Clare Initiative. A diverse
set of specialty skills is required, she said, to
make Catholic education both “excellent and
inclusive.”
Catholic schools have a responsibility
to ensure that every child is appropriately
challenged and supported in the classroom. To
truly do that, teachers must be formed with the
latest, research-driven instructional practices,
Rolle said.
“We want to be open, to be inviting, to
anyone who wants a Catholic education and
then we need to be skilled to ensure that
everyone invited, thrives,” Rolle said.

The St. Clare Initiative gives schools and
individual teachers the opportunity to apply
to one or more of four specialized learning
pathways for professional development over a
three-year period.
The intended outcome is “challenged,
supported and engaged children who will
blossom and grow,” Rolle said.
RESPONSE TO A GROWING NEED
The St. Clare Initiative aims to deliver highquality Catholic education at all archdiocesan
schools regardless of individual school
demographics, teacher turnover and shifts in
leadership.
Superintendent of Catholic Schools Pamela
Lyons said a 2017-18 Department of Catholic
Schools needs analysis revealed that some
teachers and administrators felt that acquiring
specialized skills would help them better meet
the needs of an increasingly diverse set of
learners in their classrooms.
“We had schools that wanted to work on their
JANUARY 2022 | CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO

English language arts program to raise their
students’ reading scores,” said Lyons. Others
wanted to do additional work around meeting
the needs of all learners, including highcapacity or academically advanced students.

Photo by Dennis Callahan

A St. Raphael School teacher leads an art lesson for students in
San Rafael on Dec. 1. The Marin County school is one of nearly
a dozen Catholic schools participating in the St. Clare Initiative.

Our curriculum is rooted in the
Gospels that inspire a love of learning
and the intellectual pursuit of the truth.
I always tell our teachers that we are
educating our students to change the
world, by contributing to the kingdom
on earth, with their ultimate goal being
entrance into the kingdom of heaven.”
PAMELA LYONS
superintendent’s message,
Department of Catholic Schools website
CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO | JANUARY 2022

SCHOOLS ‘OPT-IN’ FOR
SPECIALIZED SKILL-BUILDING
While there is a certain level of excellence
expected from every school in the archdiocese,
said Lyons, “some schools want to go above
and beyond that.”
She and her associate superintendents
challenged themselves to find a way to support
teachers and schools that wanted professional
skill development in specific areas. They
ultimately decided to design their own model
rather than outsource it.
“We understand distinctly the needs of
our schools,” said Rolle. “And it was really
important to us that it was Catholic. We felt like
everything we do about academic formation
had to be done in concert with faith formation.”
St. Clare became a “natural namesake” for
the model at the suggestion of Lyons, who had
recently been to Assisi where she learned more
about the saint. She felt St. Clare embodied the
brave spirit of an initiative that she hopes will
act as a “bold light for the future of Catholic
education.” (see inset)
“Pam felt very inspired by this idea of being
bold, which St. Clare certainly was,” said Rolle of
the saint who left her wealthy family to embrace
the evangelical poverty of St. Francis and who
is credited with stopping Saracen invaders from
overtaking the city-state of Assisi.
“St. Clare stood at the threshold of great
threats armed only with her faith,” Rolle said.
“If we could be inspired by her relentless and
persistent faith that would serve us well.”
Rolle put together a “very intensive”
professional development program offered in a
“cohort” model that invites schools or individuals
to apply to optional skill development programs
amounting to about 50 hours a year over three
years. A cohort is any group of schools or
individuals who have enrolled in a particular
learning pathway and who work closely together.
These schools are involved in one or more
school or individual cohorts of the St. Clare
Initiative: Our Lady of Mount Carmel School,
St. Veronica School, St. Raymond School, St.
Charles School, Our Lady of Perpetual Help
and Our Lady of Mercy School in San Mateo
County; St. Anselm School and St. Raphael ›
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Photo by Dennis Callahan

A teacher provides personal writing instruction to a student at St. Raphael School in San Rafael on Dec. 1. The
school is part of a a cohort called Instruction for All Learners.

School in Marin County; Our Lady of the Visitacion
School, School of the Epiphany, St. John School and
St. Vincent de Paul School in San Francisco County.
“It’s a lot of extra work,” said Lyons of the initiative
that was rolled out, as luck would have it, during the
height of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. Most
coursework remains on Zoom. The school cohort
pathways are offered at no charge to the schools that
choose to enroll.
FOUR LEARNING PATHWAYS
The St. Clare Initiative currently includes four
professional learning pathways for Catholic
schoolteachers and administrators: Two school
cohorts, where the entire school is enrolled in
the program, and two certificate cohorts, where
individuals from Catholic schools are enrolled.
They are:
–Literacy 360
– Instruction for All Learners
– Catholic Administrative Services Certificate
– Student Performance Data Analytics Certificate
LITERACY 360
Literacy 360 was designed to result in highintensity instruction to advance literacy
development in high-priority school communities.
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These are K-8 schools that serve student populations
with limited home access to print materials in
English and/or where the predominant language
exposure in the home and community is in a
language other than standard English.
Literacy 360 innovates the approach to English
language arts instruction to respond to the heightened
need for intensive and focused literacy development.
Rolle provided a data point from the most recent
Renaissance STAR Reading Assessments to illustrate
what appears to be the effectiveness of skills
developed in this cohort, now in its second year.
“The participating schools opened this school
year (2021-22) with, on average, a 237 Lexile point
increase in reading scores in grades 3-5 over the
opening of school scores last year,” said Rolle.
The Lexile Framework for Reading is a scientific
approach to reading and text measurement. A Lexile
reader measure represents a person’s reading ability
on the Lexile scale.
In addition, she said, the class average Lexile scores
for grades 6-8 now exceed the college and career
readiness indicators.
INSTRUCTION FOR ALL LEARNERS
This cohort, also in its second year, is designed to
promote instructional strategies that meet the needs
JANUARY 2022 | CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO

St. Thomas the Apostle School
“The best school in the universe!”

I have never had a better sense of the
learning going on in the school than I do now
with the data that I have been collecting.”
-LYDIA COLLINS, principal, St. Raphael School
of the high-achieving student, the average student
and the student with learning differences.
St. Raphael School principal Lydia Collins said the
professional development has helped teachers “be
more explicit about what they are teaching, why it is
important and what they expect students to know at
the end of the lesson.”
She said some of her teachers have told her that
they are becoming better teachers.
“My assessments are better aligned with what I am
teaching,” said one.
Collins said the St. Clare training encourages
teachers to do informal assessments or check-ins at
the end of a lesson and to leave time to help those
who did not quite understand.
Collins said she visits classrooms for a short period
of time and asks students what they are learning, why
it’s important and how they know they understand it.
“I have never had a better sense of the learning
going on in the school than I do now with the data
that I have been collecting,” said Collins. “We still
have work to do but I can feel the shift in teaching
and learning.”

Providing a strong academic foundation,
formal religious instruction in the Catholic
tradition and a spirt of respect and service.
Now enrolling
Preschool – 8th students for the 2022-2023 school year!
Please call for an in-person tour and see the STA difference!
3801 Balboa Street at 39th Avenue (outer Richmond district)
Tel: 415.221.2711 email: info@sfsta.org
web: sfsta.org

STUDENT PERFORMANCE
DATA ANALYTICS CERTIFICATE
A certificate program is offered in this cohort
designed to help educators make data-informed
decisions in creating plans for the school and
students, steering both in the right direction.
“Data-informed findings help create attainable and
needed goals that increase teaching effectiveness,
find areas of strength and growth, and save schools
money when they have a data-backed direction,”
said St. Anselm School principal Kim Orendorff, a
member of this cohort.
FUTURE LEADERS ACADEMY (CATHOLIC
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES CERTIFICATE)
A key part of the St. Clare Initiative is the
development of future Catholic school leaders.
“We asked, how do we take charge of the way
we want our leaders formed and informed to
charge Catholic education forward?” Lyons said of
the St. Clare Initiative’s Catholic Administrative
Services Certificate. The answer was developing ›
CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO | JANUARY 2022
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Being a leader in a Catholic school
is very different than being a leader in
a public school.”
PAMELA LYONS
superintendent of Catholic schools
a comprehensive, K-8 leadership preparation
program built on the standards for the California
Administrative Services Credential, but with
modifications and additions for proper preparation
of leaders in the Catholic school context.
“Being a leader in a Catholic school is very different
than being a leader in a public school,” she said.
FROM INITIATIVE TO INSTITUTE?
The vision is for the St. Clare Initiative for Leading
and Learning to develop into the St. Clare Institute
for Leading and Learning, becoming a permanent
professional resource to Catholic teachers and
leaders in northern California, Rolle said.
“That would allow us to really scale beyond the
archdiocese to our larger community of Catholic
schools,” said Rolle. “We have an interest in serving
and supporting the broader Catholic school
community. But first we want to make sure we’ve
met the needs of our archdiocesan schools.”
“We have a lot of ideas to grow the St. Clare
Initiative,” said Lyons.
Photo by Dennis Callahan

Visit schools.sfarch.org/stclare-leadlearn. ■

Who was St. Clare?
St. Clare of Assisi was born
July 16, 1194, to a wealthy
family. At 18, she left her home
to follow St. Francis of Assisi
after hearing him preach. Her
sister Catarina, who took the
name Agnes, soon joined her.
They and other women who
followed St. Francis formed the
order that became known as
the cloistered, contemplative
Franciscan Order of St. Clare.
As the leader of her order,
Clare defended it many times
from the attempts of prelates
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to water down its “radical
commitment to corporate
poverty.”
When an army of soldiers
came to attack Assisi, an ailing
Clare went out to meet them
with the Blessed Sacrament
in her hands. She placed it at
the wall where the enemies
could see it. Then on her knees,
she begged God to save
the sisters. In that moment,
a sudden fright struck the
attackers and they fled without
harming anyone in Assisi.

In 1255, Pope Alexander IV
canonized Clare as St. Clare of
Assisi.
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In mid-September 2020, Catholic Scools in the Archdiocese of San Francisco began to offer
in-person and hybrid models to our sctudents. Two months later the vast majority of our Catholic
preschools, elementary and high schools were back at their campuses offering in-person instruction.

CONTINUE THE JOURNEY WITH US
• Students have been back safely on campus since Fall 2020
• Fall 2022 In-Person enrollment is now open
• Tuition assistance available

Visit schools.sfarch.org and learn more today.
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Serving Marin, San Francisco, and San Mateo Counties.
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Catholic Education in America:
BY J. A. GRAY
J. A. Gray is
a writer and
editor, and most
recently served as
communication
manager for the
Archdiocese of
San Francisco.

F

or more than a century and a half,
Catholic schools have been the largest
educational system in the United States
that is not owned and run by the government.
Today Catholic elementary and secondary
schools enroll more than 1.6 million students;
in undergraduate and postgraduate programs
offered by 226 Catholic colleges and universities
there are another 850,000 students earning
degrees and gaining vocational expertise.
Catholic schools and teachers and
administrators – and the donors who support
them – have created an invaluable resource for
millions of families, Catholic and non-Catholic
alike, of all classes, stations and races. Catholic
educators seek to engage the whole person –
both mind and soul – and they recognize an
enduring responsibility to provide schooling
for the nonwealthy, the underserved and the
immigrant.
American Catholic education is undeniably
a great achievement, and like any great
undertaking it has required faithfulness,
ingenuity and sacrifice. But its history has also
had elements of a battle, with powerful enemies.
And that battle seems never to be quite over.
CATHOLICS IN THE NEW UNITED STATES
The English colonial implantation had a
two-century-long habit of near zero tolerance
for Catholics. Catholicism had been generally
illegal, and Catholics were persona non grata.
In 1790, when the 13 colonies became the 13
states, Catholics numbered only 35,000 in
a population of 4 million; and by 1820 the
number of American Catholics was still no
more than 200,000.
A revered pioneer from the early 1800s is St.
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Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774–1821), a native of
New York who worked in Maryland with the
support of Bishop John Carroll (the nation’s
first and only bishop 1790-1800) to found a
teaching order of sisters and establish schools
in several Eastern cities. Seton is a heroine
of Catholic education, but she labored in the
vineyard during a simpler era of anti-Catholic
discrimination, when Catholics were few on
the ground. Two decades after her death came
the dawn of a new era, in which our Protestant
brethren would have to count their papist
neighbors in millions rather than thousands.
A DELUGE OF CATHOLICS
Upheaval and turmoil in Europe – political,
economic and cultural – with violent
revolutions in 1830, 1848 and onward,
displaced many ordinary people, many of them
Catholic peasants and workers (Irish, German,
Italian, Polish). In 1845, Ireland was struck
by what has been called “the 19th century’s
greatest natural disaster,” the Potato Famine,
which did not end until 1852. In these few
years, Ireland lost a million dead and saw
another million flee the Emerald Isle, seeking
new homes.
The Irish Catholics who entered the U.S.
between 1845 and 1850 numbered about
500,000, and they and their co-religionists
from other Catholic countries swelled the
Catholic population to 1.6 million. The
Catholic Church had suddenly become the
nation’s largest single Christian denomination.
A PROTESTANT HEGEMONY
At this very moment, beginning in the
1830s, the civic-minded elites of the U.S. were
inventing something new: public schools.
These were schools owned and run by the
government, funded by taxes, free from
tuition, available to all children. They were

Photo of some members of the Presentation School class of 1904, taken
at the school on Powell Street in San Francisco. Religious founded and
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Struggle and success
Right, Presentation sisters and students
in the ruins in San Francisco following the
1906 earthquake and fire. Below, students
with Presentation Sisters in Berkeley, 1899.

Photos courtesy Pre

sentation Archives,

San Francisco

called “common schools” because they would
instill in pupils the common culture of the
nation. Today we think of a “public school” as a
secular and areligious institution. Its inventors
did not. Horace Mann, a Massachusetts state
official and a leader of the movement, wrote,
“Our system earnestly inculcates all Christian
morals. It welcomes the religion of the Bible;
and in receiving the Bible, it allows it to do
what is allowed by no other system – to speak
for itself.”
The late great Catholic journalist Robert
P. Lockwood called this educational project
a “Protestant hegemony,” in which “it was
accepted as a matter of fundamental pedagogy
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that a general Protestant understanding of
Scripture and devotional life within the schools
was central to the curriculum.” Lockwood adds
some detail: “The schools were subtle – and
not very subtle – tools for evangelizing the
growing Irish Catholic immigrant population
to Protestantism. ... Daily scripture readings
from the King James Bible were required.
Prayers, songs and general religious instruction
at odds with Catholic belief were the norm.
Anti-Catholic sentiments extended throughout
the curriculum with references to deceitful
Catholics, murderous inquisitions, vile popery,
church corruption, conniving Jesuits and the
pope as the Antichrist of Revelation.” ›
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NEW YORK: DEBATE AND DENIAL
In New York, state funds for education had been
controlled since 1805 by “a benevolent association”
called the Public School Society. By 1840, the
emerging Catholic community had built eight
schools serving 5,000 children – but at least 12,000
more Catholics “either attended no school or were
enrolled in the common schools where their faith
was insulted daily,” Lockwood wrote.
In 1840 the new governor of New York
recommended to the legislature that schools
should be established where immigrants
“may be instructed by teachers speaking
the same language with themselves
and professing the same faith.” The
governor’s overture prompted New York
Bishop John Hughes, himself an Irish
immigrant, to request such funding for
the Catholic schools. The request was
denied. A public debate ensued, and the
request was denied again, and with finality:
No New York tax funds would be assigned to
any Catholic educational project. Lockwood
New York Bishop
John Hughes
says of the New York failure: “The parameters
of the debate were set and would be adhered to
virtually to our own day.”
The efforts of the bishops in New York and
Philadelphia to secure equitable treatment inspired
violent protests; in 1844 five Catholic churches were
burned down and 13 people were killed in the City of
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Brotherly Love. The U.S. bishops could
see that the Catholic community would
have to create schools of their own,
and the bishops urged, and eventually
decreed, that the first order of business
for parishes was to establish a school.
Catholics thus began a long tradition of
devotedly and at sacrificial cost creating
their own institutions of social service
(schools, colleges, orphanages, hospitals,
charities, clubs and more). The story is
well told in the 1998 book, “American
Catholic,” by Charles R. Morris.
AMERICA’S BLAINE LEGACY
In 1870, the census counted 4.2 million
Catholics in a national population of 38
million, making Catholics a group with significant
political weight. One way to avoid defeat on a
contentious political matter – such as denying
Catholic schools any access to public funds – is
to remove it from the realm of retail politics and
embed the categorical denial in our foundational
document, the Constitution.
Sen. James G. Blaine of Maine in 1874 proposed
to amend the U.S. Constitution to have it decree
that “no money raised by taxation in any state for
the support of public schools, or derived from any
public fund therefor, ... shall ever be under the
control of any religious sect.”

Members of a business class at
Presentation School on Powell Street
in 1904 where the young women were
learning to use typewriters.
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His amendment narrowly failed, but its
popularity was evident, as individual states
both old and new hastened to add the Blaine
language to their own state constitutions. By
1890, 29 (including California) of the 42 states
in the Union (that’s 69 percent) had Blained
themselves. But have we put behind us now what
Lockwood calls “these antiquated and historically
bigoted amendments”? No. In 2021, there are
Blaine amendments in the constitutions of 37
of our 50 states (74 percent). Clearly, our United
States have not de-Blained themselves. And we
parse repeatedly and relitigate tirelessly endless
variations on the basic question: Can a family
take some public dollars to a religious school to
pay for their child’s education? These contentions
frequently go all the way to the Supreme Court.
Here are two SCOTUS cases that deserve
attention:
– Espinoza v. Montana Department of Revenue.
In June 2020, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that
the state of Montana cannot prohibit scholarship
recipients in its program for low-income students
from spending their scholarships at religious
schools.
– Carson v. Makin, Commissioner of Maine
Department of Education. The Supreme Court
heard oral arguments in December 2021 and
will issue its ruling by June 2022 on whether
recipients of vouchers in Maine’s state-run “towntuitioning” program can spend their vouchers at a
religious school.
To close with a curious historical factoid:
Blaine’s home state of Maine does not have a
“Blaine amendment” in its constitution, and it is
likely that the belated attempt at Blaineism being
litigated in Carson v. Makin will be found by the
Supreme Court to violate the U.S. Constitution. ■
CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO | JANUARY 2022
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Catholic Elementary Schools of North San Mateo County
All Souls Catholic School
(Preschool, K-8th)

479 Miller Avenue
So. San Francisco 94080
Phone: (650) 583-3562
Fax: (650) 952-1167
www.ssfallsoulsschool.org
Open House
Sunday, January 30th
from 11:30am to 12:30pm.
Applications are now being taken.
Email the Admissions Director at
info@ssfallsoulsschool.org

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
School (TK-8th)
80 Wellington Avenue, Daly City
www.olphdc.org
email: info@olphdc.org

(650) 755-4438 * Fax: (650) 755-7366
Applications now being accepted!
CALL or EMAIL US FOR PRIVATE
TOUR

St. Robert Catholic School
(K-8th)

345 Oak Avenue
San Bruno 94066
(650) 583-5065 Fax: (650) 583-1418
www.saintrobert-school.org
e-mail: strobertsoffice@gmail.com
"Our students are independent, resilient, and
engaged!
Be a Bear! Go Bears!"

Holy Angels School
(Preschool, TK-8th)
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20 Reiner Street, Colma 94014
(650)755-0220 Fax: (650) 755-0258
www.holyangelscolma.com
Email: office@holyangelscolma.org
In-person Open House: Sunday,
January 30th
from 11am-2pm
Visit our website for a virtual tour or
call the school for an in-person tour.
Applications are now being accepted.

Our Lady of Mercy
Elementary School
(Pre-School, TK - 8th)

7 Elmwood Drive, Daly City, 94015
Tel: (650)756-3395
www.olmbulldogs.com
We invite you to visit our website
for our virtual school tour or
contact the office to schedule an
in-person tour and orientation
with us. Applications are now
being accepted!

St. Dunstan Catholic
School (K-8th)
1150 Magnolia Avenue
Millbrae, CA 94030
(650) 697-8119
www.st-dunstan.org

Applications now being accepted for 2022!
Please visit our school website for our
virtual school tour.
Contact the office for more
information or for private tours.

St. Veronica Catholic
School (K-8th)

434 Alida Way
South San Francisco, CA 94080
www.saintveronicassf.org
(650) 589-3909
E-Mail: office@saintveronicassf.org

Sunday, February 6th at 1:00pm
We welcome you to join our tour.
Please meet in front of the church.

Good Shepherd School
(K-8th)

909 Oceana Boulevard
Pacifica, CA 94044
Phone: (650) 359-4544
Fax: (650) 359-4558
www.goodshepherdschool.us
Sunday, January 30th
11 a.m. Family Mass
Open House to follow until 1:00p.m.
Applications are now being accepted.
JANUARY 2022 | CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO
Sign up for a Wednesday Tour @ 9 a.m.
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L AU DATO S I’ I N ACTION

“Green” stormwater
projects in pipeline for
four Catholic schools
BY CHRISTINA GRAY
Lead writer, Catholic San Francisco
grayc@sfarch.org

T

he sprawling asphalt playgrounds and
parking lots of four San Francisco parish
school campuses will be retrofitted soon
to reduce the volume of stormwater runoff that
occurs in “hardscaped” urban areas with little
natural drainage.
St. Thomas More School, St. Thomas the Apostle
School, St. Anne of the Sunset School and St.
Monica School will receive close to $4 million in
grant money from the San Francisco Public Utility
Commission for design and implementation of
projects in a Green Infrastructure Grant Program
launched in February 2019. Approval of two more
San Francisco school site grant applications is
pending.
The city aims to reduce the burden of urban
stormwaters on an inadequate sewer system and
prevent the ecological and human toll of a sewage
system breakdown.
According to John Christian, executive director
of the archdiocese’s Real Property Support
Corporation, the four schools are projected to
collectively manage 2.7 million gallons of rainwater
every year when their projects are completed in
2022-23. The Real Property Support Corporation
manages and develops church and school
properties throughout the archdiocese.
“This process has been enlightening to me,” said
Father Dan Nascimento, pastor at St. Anne of the
Sunset. His parish schoolyard and parking lot are
among the largest in the city. He is happy to have
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received the grant to “get a greener, eco-friendlier
schoolyard.”
Stormwater management is a critical municipal
responsibility that has a direct impact on public
health and safety, water quality, urban design and
wildlife habitat, said Christian, who is helping
shepherd pastors and principals of qualified school
sites through the grant application and project
implementation process.
Though California is in an historic drought, urban
flooding is on the rise in the Bay Area, according
to the Pacific Institute, a nonprofit dedicated to
solutions to global water challenges. The state’s
naturally variable precipitation patterns, an increase
in precipitation extremes, population growth and
insufficient sewer infrastructure are factors.
More than a decade ago, the SFPUC announced
a long-range stormwater management program.
The incentivized grant program was added later to
help offset the cost of approved green stormwater
infrastructure projects on privately held properties
that had large paved areas.
“Almost by definition, properties with a lot of
asphalt are going to be Catholic church and school
campuses,” said Christian, who was approached in
2019 by Chicago-based design and engineering firm
Greenprint Partners. Greenprint wanted to help
qualified Catholic school properties in San Francisco
apply for the limited number of grants available.
The school grants are the result of a collaborative
partnership between Christian, school principals
and pastors, the city of San Francisco and
Greenprint. After consultations, Greenprint –
overseen by Christian – creates the design plans
for each school grant application and manages the
construction project after the grant is received. ›
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Christian said there is a major fiscal incentive
baked into the grant program.
The SFPUC has announced plans to
substantially increase water and sewer rates for all
San Francisco property owners, he said. The grant
covers the cost of retrofitting the school property
with green stormwater infrastructure and offers
another plum to property owners: a substantially
reduced water rate.
“If we don’t do this program, we are really going
to get hit,” Christian said. “So long as we keep that
parish or school going for 20 years, any obligation
to repay the grant disappears; it costs us nothing.”
WHAT IS GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE?
Green stormwater infrastructure is the use of
natural systems to manage water where it falls.
It utilizes natural processes of soils, stones and
plants to slow, store and clean stormwater to keep
it from overwhelming the sewer system.
In its 2016 Stormwater Requirements and Design
Guidelines, the SFPUC reframes stormwater as a
“resource rather than a waste product.”
Green infrastructure projects vary from site to
site, but typically include modifying or replacing
existing grounds features in a way that collects
or redirects stormwater for other site purposes
– primarily irrigation – rather than having it go
down the drain.
Expanses of blacktop or concrete are replaced
with porous pavement that allows water to
percolate more slowly into the soil rather that
rush into the sewer. It might include stormwater
“swales,” or planted ditches that slow and redirect
stormwater from paved surfaces and help
increasing filtration and absorption.
Green infrastructure projects also include
cisterns, runofffed planters, woody vegetation and
shade canopy, and educational rain and pollinator
gardens.
“What if we could make our city act like a
sponge that naturally soaks up rainwater instead
of having it flow into the sewer?,” said Greenprint’s
Rose Jordan, vice president of marketing and
program operations.
THE SAN FRANCISCO CONTEXT
As cities grow, so can stormwater management
problems. Like many large urban centers, San
Francisco’s natural water cycle has been disrupted
with the growth of development and paved
surfaces, according to the SFPUC. Weather
patterns have also become highly variable, with
both intense periods of drought and heavy rains
falling in a short period of time.
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What if we could make our city act
like a sponge that naturally soaks up
rainwater instead of having it flow
into the sewer?”
GREENPRINT PARTNERS

Impervious surfaces such as buildings, streets
and parking lots cover most of the city and
county of San Francisco, preventing rainfall from
filtering into the ground. Instead of percolating
into soils, runoff now travels over mostly hard
surfaces, backing up sewers, flooding streets and,
sometimes, mobilizing raw sewage and pollutants
into the sewer system and into the San Francisco
Bay and other bodies of water.
The decrease in infiltration resulting from
paved surfaces also contributes to groundwater
depletion. Green infrastructure can help mitigate
these adverse effects.
A NATURAL CLASSROOM
Christian said his invitation to qualified schools
to submit a grant application has been “well
received” by many pastors and principals. Others
may be more cautious about the perceived loss
of any parking spots, basketball courts or parish
hospitality areas. ›
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St. Thomas More School has been the “lead
dog” in the four schools approved for the grant,
he said, thanks to the enthusiasm of longtime
principal Marie Fitzpatrick. She called the
project “a huge benefit” to the school.

BEFORE
AFTER

Courtesy of Greenprint Partners

The St. Thomas More School grounds as seen currently
(above), and in a rendering (below) of the upcoming green
stormwater infrastructure modifications to be completed
in 2022. Among the changes will be a water permeable
version of the “blacktop,” and the addition of 17 trees and
numerous plant beds and rain gardens. The project is
the result of a grant from the San Francisco Public Utility
Commission.

“Investing in the future starts with investing
in the next generation, and we continue to do so
each day at St. Thomas More School,” she said
about the project that should get underway at
the end of the 2021-22 academic year.
Renderings by Greenprint Partners approved
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by the school, city and archdiocese show a bird’s
eye view of the current campus and its eventual
transformation. The playground/parking lot
space and six basketball courts remain but will
sit atop a permeable paving material. Seventeen
rainwater-fed trees and shrubs will border the
grounds and walkways. Rain gardens will collect
and use some of the water, and underground
cisterns will store the surplus.
Fitzpatrick intends to harness the green
infrastructure stormwater project into learning
at St. Thomas More School.
The first of Greenprint’s outreach projects
for St. Thomas More School students and staff
happened at the start of the school year when
Jordan traveled to San Francisco for an allschool presentation. She offered an educational
overview of water management including
a fact-filled mini-history of Western sewer
systems.
“Managing water is one of humanity’s tough
challenges,” Jordan wrote in one of her slides
that included photos of ancient water systems,
including a Roman aqueduct.
Jordan also presented the benefits of the
school project in fun, age-relatable terms.
“Over 26,000 bathtubs worth of stormwater
will be managed here each year,” she said. More
than 88 percent of it will be managed by green
spaces, “letting nature do the work.”
GREEN: THE COLOR OF THE CHURCH’S FUTURE
Christian called the green infrastructure
projects “an investment in our properties.”
“You will no longer design a parish or school
campus the way we did back when I was a kid,”
he said. “This will be the norm.”
The stormwater projects are one aspect of a
multifaceted, green-technology initiative across
the archdiocese, said Christian. The projects
are in the spirit of Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical,
“Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home.”
This year the archdiocese joined Pope Francis’
just-launched Vatican Laudato Si’ Action
Platform, which is a seven-year plan to engage
individuals, families and communities “to build
a better future through Laudato Si’ goals.”
The stormwater management projects are
just some of the projects of the archdiocese’s
Real Property Support Corporation. Other top
priorities are facility LED lighting conversions
and solar installations. Electric vehicle charging
stations are now located at the pastoral center,
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Archbishop Riordan High
School and Holy Cross Cemetery. ■
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Stella Maris
Academy

BY CHRISTINA GRAY
Lead writer,
Catholic
San Francisco
grayc@sfarch.org

42

T

wo years after the 2019 closure of its more
than century-old grammar school, Star of
the Sea Parish welcomed 53 students from
preschool through eighth grade to the new
Stella Maris Academy in August 2021.
Head of School Gavin Colvert was hired in
2020 to help pastor Father Joseph Illo realize
his dream of transforming the parish school
into an academy of classical Catholic liberal
arts education.
What distinguishes Stella Maris (Star of
the Sea) Academy, said Colvert, is that the
curriculum “cultivates the full intellectual, moral
and spiritual development of young people as
whole persons to appreciate beauty, goodness
and truth and to act with integrity in life.”
Colvert spent his first months doing a
feasibility study with Father Illo to determine
“whether there would be enough interest to
reopen the school” with a classical Catholic
curriculum model. They found there was, but
initial enrollment would likely be small. His
proposal was to start the academy as a K-2
program.
COVID-19 had a hand in influencing the
trajectory of the school’s development.
The parish’s popular preschool, which had
continued running after the 2019 closure of
the elementary school, temporarily suspended
operations in November 2020. Fearful parents
caused enrollment to plummet.
“When that happened, Father Illo decided we
should integrate what we were doing with the

preschool with our efforts to open K-2,” said
Colvert. He and his team began speaking with
families.
What they heard from families was both
encouraging and disconcerting. The school
size was too limiting, especially to some larger
families.
“They would tell us, ‘Yes, we are very
interested in what you are doing, but we have
older children too,’” he said.
With Father Illo’s encouragement, the “bold
decision” was made in January 2021 to accept
applications for preschool through eighth grade.
By March 2021, Stella Maris had 25 students
enrolled. The Department of Catholic Schools
approved opening in August for the 2021-22
academic year.
Families slowly began to enroll, right up
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Mercy High School
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A Special Thank You!

During this 90th year in Mercy’s history,
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gratitude for our Catholic elementary
school principals and teachers for the
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solid foundation as they continued
their studies at Mercy.
Photo courtesy of Gavin Colvert

Three young students on the playground at Stella Maris
Academy in the fall of 2021. The classical academy
welcomed more than 50 students in its first academic year.

until weeks before classes started on Aug.
23. The inaugural class included formerly
home-schooled students, students from
public schools and to a lesser degree, students
transferring from other local Catholic schools.
The school building had been rented out after
the 2019 closure of the K-8 school, Colvert said.
The school had only three-and-a-half weeks
after the tenant left to transform the old setting
into one that mirrored the curriculum.
“It’s now a small, San Francisco gem,” he said,
noting the placement of artwork throughout.
“Truth, goodness and beauty hopefully
emanate from these walls, not just the books
and the curriculum.” ›

To learn more about the distinctive
all-girls' advantage of a Mercy High
School education, visit us at
www.mercyhsb.com
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Mercy High School, is a sponsored ministry of the Institute of the
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas and is a member of Mercy Education.

While the eventual goal is individual grades,
Colvert said, current students are in combined
classrooms of about six to eight students. The
school has a staff of 10. All are experienced and/
or trained at the Institute for Catholic Liberal
Education in Ventura, California.

… classical education holds out the greatest
hope for our children’s future flourishing and
for renewal of church life.”
ARCHBISHOP SALVATORE J. CORDILEONE
“We have a full staff operating a complete
program,” he said, which includes language
arts, including grammar, logic and rhetoric and
the study of Latin; music and the arts; and an
integrated Catholic education that shapes virtue.
When asked what full capacity for the school
could be, he said the school is being “intentional
and cautious” about its growth.
Classes could likely to grow to 20-25 students, he
said, but “we don’t want the school to grow so large

that we have double of every class. We don’t want
to dilute our mission.”
“Father Illo is fully committed to the idea of
making Catholic education at Star of the Sea Parish
possible for any family in the city or outside it who
wants the kind of classical, integrated curriculum
we offer,” said Colvert.
Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone’s support has
been essential to the opening of Stella Maris. In an
introductory letter on its website at stellamarissf.
org, the archbishop said he is “convinced that
classical education holds out the greatest hope for
our children’s future flourishing and for renewal of
church life.”
His support helped Father Illo secure $400,000
in financial assistance from benefactors equally
committed to classical Catholic education.
Colvert said some families can afford to pay a full
tuition. Others, including lower-income families
or those with several children, “would otherwise
be unable to afford a Catholic education” without
scholarships.
“Father is committed to move heaven and
earth for families to be here,” he said. A school
is a business, he admitted, but business is not
its mission. “The most important thing we do is
helping kids get to heaven.” ■

Join

the
Panther
Pride!
Holy Name is a welcoming and diverse
Catholic school committed to offering its
students a safe and academically challenging
environment. We constantly evolve to meet
the needs of the modern student. Holy Name
works in partnership with families to empower
each student to achieve their highest level of
scholarship, while demonstrating Christ-like
values in their daily lives.

Visit our website

www.holynamesf.com
for more

information
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St. Pius stained glass
memorializes decree allowing
children to receive Eucharist
BY MARY POWERS
Assistant Director of Communications and Media Relations.
Office of Communications, Archdiocese of San Francisco

“T

he pages of the Gospel show clearly how
special was that love for children which
Christ showed while he was on earth. It
was his delight to be in their midst; he was wont to
lay his hands on them; he embraced them; and he
blessed them.”
Pope St. Pius X wrote these words in his decree
“Quam Singulari “(translated How
Extraordinary) which set the age for first
Communion and first penance at the “age of
reason” or 7 years old. The decree restored a
practice of the early church that was changed
in the 13th century. Pope St. Pius X believed
that children, being in a state of innocence and
purity of soul should be able to receive holy
Communion and absolution to strengthen and
protect against the dangers and challenges of the
modern world.
This important decree is memorialized in the
magnificent stained-glass window of Pope St. Pius
X at St. Pius Church in Redwood City.
One of three large, impressive windows in
the church, the window of Pope St. Pius X was
designed by G. Stephen Walsh Studios in Dublin,
Ireland. Handwritten letters between George
Walsh and Msgr. (then Father) Michael Fitzsimon
reveal the collaborative process between
California and Dublin of design, approvals,
shipments and installation.
Originally the request was for one window
but expanded to include three large windows

for the church. This lengthened the process, but
ultimately Walsh wrote, “I do not want to rush
this job – I want these to be first class, so you will
be pleased you got them here.”
The glass itself is from France and Germany and
is hand-blown, shipped to San Francisco in parts
for installation by Hogan Studios in Los Gatos.
The first of the boxes were shipped on the Sumida
Maru in March of 1968, with the final shipment
arriving in October of 1968.
The stained-glass window of Pope St. Pius
includes white and jewel-toned stained glass
depicting the pope with the Eucharist. Positioned
across from the stained-glass window of Pope
St. John XXIII, the windows represent significant
movements and moments in the church.
According to Father Tom Martin, pastor of St.
Pius Church, “Pope Pius X instituted first holy
Communion for children – the first time that was
done in the history of the church. Pope John XXIII
represents another dramatic change of the church
with the implementation of Vatican II.”
The window is also positioned to stream
morning light into the church, covering the altar,
highlighting the importance of the eucharistic
center of the church.
“Most especially during Mass when the natural
light shines through the colors of the windows,
bathing the sanctuary, I am always awed that
all things are restored in Christ,” Father Martin
commented. ■

Most especially during Mass when the natural light shines through the colors of the
windows, bathing the sanctuary, I am always awed that all things are restored in Christ.”
FATHER MARTIN, pastor of St. Pius Church
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The artful pursuit of extraordinary.
Emily Smith Realty
DRE# 01927979

First steps and leaps of faith.
Whispered hopes and daring dreams.
New beginnings and familiar comfort.
This is life. This is home.

SRES certified, Emily Smith is a trust expert, helping seniors and families of
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Wedding Anniversary Celebration
All husbands and wives celebrating a “5-year wedding
anniversary” (5, 10, 15…35, 40), or over 40 years in
2022 are invited to attend and be recognized.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2022

10:00 am Mass followed by reception
$20 suggested donation per family

Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption
1111 Gough Street, San Francisco
Principal Celebrant:
His Excellency Salvatore J. Cordileone
Archbishop of San Francisco

REGISTRATION REQUIRED
The window at St. Pius Church.
Photo
by Dennis Callahan
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www.anniversarymass.info
or call (415) 614-5574
Please register by: February 1,47
2022
Questions/information: (415) 614-5574
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Peter Jackson, Tolkien
and the transcendental truths of

‘The Lord of the Rings’
BY AARON LAMBERT
Writer from Denver
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T

wenty years ago, Peter Jackson wowed
moviegoers around the world with his
adaptation of the first installment of
J.R.R. Tolkien’s beloved Lord of the Rings
trilogy, “The Fellowship of the Ring.” Aside
from animated versions, there had been no
real attempt to bring Tolkien’s masterpiece
to the big screen before Jackson took it on,
and his trilogy has since etched itself into the
upper pantheon of film. Even now, 20 years
later, the films are just as moving and sweeping
as they were when they were first released, a
masterful marriage of incredible special effects
and powerful storytelling. Indeed, Tolkien
himself likely couldn’t have envisioned better
film adaptations of his life’s work, nor could he
have foreseen the massive cultural impact his
stories would have and continue to have nearly
70 years after they were first published.
The best storytellers are able to both capture
and captivate their audience, thrusting them
into another world and allowing them a brief
respite from reality. However, any good story
worth telling also draws upon reality and offers
lessons and themes that can be carried into real
life. Then there are stories like “The Lord of the
Rings,” which completely transcend everything
that a story can or ought to
and become timeless

tools of transcendental truth. They tap into
the richest depths of human imagination and
convey a message that would be insufficiently
conveyed were it attempted in any other form.
Reading “The Lord of the Rings” 70 years
later, or even watching the movies 20 years
after the fact, it’s evident that Tolkien captured
themes that are universal to the human
condition: the eternal struggle between
good and evil, the growth that comes from
hardships and adversity, and the necessity
of companionship with friends and family,
among many others. Over the course of the
epic journey to destroy the One Ring, many
characters and subplots are introduced, but the
brilliance of Tolkien’s craft lies in his uncanny
ability to weave all of these moving parts
together in a virtuosic display of irresistible
storytelling that never strays from these core
themes.
Of course, another major reason for Tolkien’s
impact and the enduring power of “The Lord
of the Rings” is because Tolkien was also
intimately familiar with the story of his own
salvation. Tolkien was a devout Catholic and a
man of deep faith. His faith animated his life’s
work, and one need not look very hard to find
the direct parallels between “The Lord
of the Rings” and Tolkien’s deeply
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Jim Laufenberg,
held Catholic worldview. He once said that the
Eucharist is “the one great thing to love on earth”
and that in the Blessed Sacrament, one will find
“romance, glory, honor, fidelity, the true way of all
your loves on earth, and more than that: death.”
Take it from the man himself: there is no better
choice of words to describe the epic and timeless tale
of “The Lord of the Rings” than the very same words
he used to describe the immensity of the Eucharist.
Tolkien was an extremely learned and well-read
man. He studied English and literature in his youth,
and after serving as a lieutenant in the British
army during World War I, he enjoyed a fruitful
career as a professor for University of Oxford,
during which time he wrote “The Hobbit” and the
first two volumes of “The Lord of the Rings.” It’s
apparent that education was an important bastion
of Tolkien’s life; it was rather unexpected, however,
that Tolkien’s work should become an important
bastion of modern education.
Education is one of the fundamental pillars
of a functioning and well-formed society, and
a critical piece of any well-rounded education
is the arts, which includes literature and film.
Unfortunately, many modern educational methods
and curriculums are simply trying to keep up with
an ever-shifting “plugged-in” world and have begun
to emphasize science, technology, engineering and
math in their standard instruction, thereby placing
less value on the arts. This presents an opportunity
for educators, and especially Catholic educators,
to ask themselves, “What role do the arts and great
stories play in today’s world?”
Beyond simple entertainment, the best art should
draw us into life’s deeper questions and reveal our
own role in answering them. Even in Tolkien’s time,
there were certainly more pressing issues that his
time and energy could have been devoted to, but it
was an innate and insatiable desire to tell the story
of Frodo and his quest to destroy the One Ring in
the fires of Mount Doom that gave us one of the
greatest literary works of the last century, and as ›
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Providing fertile ground for a student’s rich
imagination should be the highest aim of
education, and to heed this call is of even greater
importance in Catholic schools, where faith,
imagination and intellect are formed in tandem.”
a result, one of the great film trilogies of the past 20
years. A world without “The Lord of the Rings” is a
world that would be hard to imagine; certainly, it
would be a much duller one.
Think of all the budding storytellers in Catholic
schools right now whose imaginations are being
formed and whose creative wellsprings are being
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carefully fostered and drawn out through receiving a
Catholic education. More than just teaching students
what to learn, education at its best teaches students
how to learn, and it orients all they do in proper
relation to their Creator. Indeed, God is the first
author of all creativity, and in a very tangible way, God
is the greatest storyteller there is, was and ever shall
be. As such, he laid the foundation for the great stories
we all know and love today, including the beloved
Lord of the Rings trilogy. The great story of humanity’s
salvation was ostensibly the first inspiration for the
creator of Middle Earth to dream up all of the rich
details to be found there, from the entire Elvish dialect
he invented, to Bag End and the Hobbits, to the dark
lord Sauron and the orcs in Mordor.
Providing fertile ground for a student’s rich
imagination should be the highest aim of
education, and to heed this call is of even greater
importance in Catholic schools, where faith,
imagination and intellect are formed in tandem.
So, next time you turn on Peter Jackson’s films or
pick up that worn copy of “The Lord of the Rings”
to escape to Middle Earth for a time, say a prayer
of thanksgiving for great stories and the ones
who tell them, for they bespeak God’s creativity
and serve as powerful – and essential – vessels for
communicating divine truths across generations. ■
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San Mateo skyline
boasts gold cross
The cross at St. Matthew Catholic Church in San Mateo
is restored, burnished bright in fresh gold leaf, to crown the
new copper roof in what Msgr. John Talesfore termed “a
new phase in a long, slow development of stewardship.”
A new “Grateful for the Roof over Our Head’” motto
crystalized “a spirit of grateful giving” shown in the capital
improvements and deep commitment of help for those in
need, the pastor of the 160-year-old parish said.
At a prayer service and installation of the refurbished
cross on Nov. 23, Msgr. Talesfore spoke of the cross as a sign
of the “abundance of divine compassion and love and of
our faith, hope and love as a community of worshippers,”
and he prayed that all would experience the meaning of the
cross more profoundly as a result of the historic moment.
“It has really animated the community that we can do
so much together even with the struggles of COVID-19,”
Msgr. Talesfore said. In addition to the amazing response
for replacing the roof and refurbishing the cross, the St.
Matthew Society of St. Vincent de Paul food locker has
been meeting needs that are up 60 percent for food and
rental assistance, he said. Parishioners have also been active
lobbying the state legislature on social justice issues, he

Photos by Dennis Callahan

Above, workmen installing
the refurbished gold cross,
right. Left, St. Matthew
pastor Msgr. John Talesfore
led a prayer service Nov. 23.

said. It is part of a culture of “abiding commitment in this
community to support those who are struggling.”
He said one family donated $1 million for the new copper
roof to replace the leaky roof installed in 1966. Another
family donated the $20,000 to gold leaf the cross, the
St. Matthew pastor said, with many others in the parish
donating. ■
13 St. Juan Diego, for example

2 “___ the handmaid of the
Lord…”

14 Old Testament book

3 Gentile prophet of the Old
Testament

15 Offspring of Judah and Tamar
16 Ishmael and Isaac, to
Abraham

4 Land where Moses grew up

18 Sign of ___
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20 Vestment made of a narrow
strip of cloth

6 Communion plates
11 The dove brought this kind of
branch back to Noah

22 “You are the ____ of the earth”
(Mt 5:13)
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8 Not Sodom

2 Scripture

9 ___ Minister
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10 Ignatius of ___
12 Eden fruit?

23 Friend of St. Francis of Assisi

12 Bible book about the early
Christians
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22 ___ of Confession
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27 “’…with their ___ they will
support you, lest you dash
your foot against a stone’”
(Mt 4:6)
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Archdiocesan Respect Life essay contest
theme focuses on Our Lady of Guadalupe
Our Lady of Guadalupe is the
patroness of the Americas, while
also holding the titles of patroness
of the unborn and star of the new
evangelization. This year each of
these titles plays a role in 33rd annual
Respect Life essay contest sponsored
by the archdiocese’s Respect Life
ministry.
A Respect Life essay awards
Mass will be offered by Archbishop
Salvatore J. Cordileone at 11 a.m.
April 24 at the Cathedral of St.
Mary of the Assumption. An awards
ceremony for the winners will follow
immediately after the Mass.
“I chose Our Lady of Guadalupe
because she is the patroness of the
unborn. I wanted to concentrate
on sharing the great significance
the tilma has in God’s plan and its
rich history and symbolism,” said
Maria Martinez-Mont, Respect Life
coordinator.
Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared
on an isolated hillside to an Aztec

Our Lady of Guadalupe
the Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe presents the Catholic Faith in a way that was immediately understood and
accepted by the native Mexican Indians. It is impossible to describe fully the rich symbolism contained on the
Tilma of Juan Diego because every detail of color and of form carries a theological message.
Our Lady’s hair, parted in
the middle and hanging
loosely, indicates she
is a virgin maiden.

Our Lady’s appearance is mestiza, both Aztec and Spanish,
showing the two cultures coming together at this point in history.

Scientific analysis has shown
reflections of people in the
Virgin’s eyes, just as any
human eye would reflect.
there are 13 total figures
(including Juan Diego and
Bishop Zumárraga) that
form two scenes in both eyes.

Her hands are joined in
prayer and, therefore, she
is not God but clearly there
is one greater than she,
and she points her finger
to the cross on her brooch.

One can see a cross in the
center of the medallion that
she carries on the upper part
of her dress. This manifests
her consecration to her Son
Jesus, whose cross reminds
us of both His total sacrifice
for love and the moment
when he gives us Mary
as our Mother.

the image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe depicts a dark
ribbon above her womb,
indicating that she is a
woman anticipating the
birth of God’s only Son.
The Spanish expression
is encinta, “adorned
with ribbon.”

The symbol of the Cross
was seen on the sails
of the Spaniards’ ships.

In the center of her tunic,
overlying her womb, is a
four petal jasmine flower
which is the sign of the Divine
and the center of the cosmic
order to the Aztec. The Virgin’s
Baby, Jesus, is Divine and the
true center of the universe.

The Virgin’s identity as a
woman of heaven and earth
is affirmed by her garments’
colors and decorations:
her reddish tunic is the color
symbolic of earth, while the
star-speckled green-blue
mantle symbolizes the
heavens. The mantle’s color
indicates her royalty, since
only the Aztec emperors
could wear cloaks of that
color. The Virgin, Queen
of heaven and earth, points
us toward the truth that God
is love, and mankind is the
recipient of His love.
The 8-petaled flowers
symbolize the day of new creation. The ‘blossom’ is in the
form of a hill, and the stem
is presented as a river. The
“hill-water” represented the
concept of civilization. The
‘hill’ represents the highest
point of encounter between
God and man. Viewed upside down, the flower/stem
takes the form of a heart –
source of life, which belongs
to and has its origin in God.

The stars on her mantle
signify she comes from
heaven - the Queen of
Heaven. The constellations
are in the exact position
as appeared before
dawn on the morning
of December 12, 1531.

The 4-petaled flowers
with leaves on her tunic
symbolize to the Aztecs that
the fifth-age, the age of
Peace, has begun.
The Virgin of Guadalupe is
shown among the clouds,
representing her divine origin.

Our Lady stands on the moon. The crescent moon symbolized the Aztec god
Quetzalcoatl, the feathered serpent moon
god. She has clearly crushed and defeated him. The Virgin’s shoe, which appears
over the moon, has no color, but is simply
the raw tilma. This is inexplicable.

An angel with eagle’s wings supports
the Mother of God. The eagle was the
“bird of the sun.” Here the angel is the
messenger of the Virgin. The angel
wears both a tunic of the same color
and a brooch like hers. The angel holds
her mantle in one hand and the robe
with the other, signifying the Son she
bears is from both heaven and earth.

Our Lady stands in front
of the sun. The sun symbolized the greatest Aztec
god - Huitzilopochtli. She
announces the God who is
greater than their sun god.

Shrine of our Lady
of GuadaLupe

Indian, St. Juan Diego, Dec. 9, 10
and 12, 1531. He was given roses by
Our Lady to show to the bishop in
Mexico City to convince him to build
the church she requested. When St.
Juan Diego opened his cactus-fiber
cloak, there was a miraculous image
of her appearance. That image exists

today, 450 years after the appearance
of the Blessed Mother and is on
display in the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Mexico City.
After her appearance, 10 million
Aztecs converted to the Catholic faith
and ended their practice of human
sacrifice. For the mostly unlettered
people, the image was immediately
understood as an Aztec pictograph
that was read and interpreted quickly
by the Aztec Indians.
The Respect Life essay contest is
open to all students in grades K-12
in public school, private school and
home-school. Essays are due Jan. 31,
2022.
This year, parent information
packets are in both Spanish and
English. The awards are distributed
by grade.
More information on the prolife essay contest can be found
at: https://sfarchdiocese.org/
essay-contest/. ■

Archdiocese invited to contribute
to Synod of Bishops on synodality
The people of the Archdiocese
of San Francisco will have an
opportunity to join in a worldwide
conversation calling on the Holy
Spirit for guidance for an upcoming
Synod of Bishops on synodality.
This includes two phases. The first
phase consists of taking a parish
survey (available Jan. 15 to Feb. 14).
The second phase includes listening
sessions scheduled in all three
counties in February and March,
with details at sfarch.org/synod.
Synodality comes from the Greek
word “synod” which is actually a
compound word, composed of a
prefix syn (together) and the root
word odus (way or journey). It is
CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO | JANUARY 2022

a picturesque word that conjures
images of an assembly of people who
journey together.
In 2015 on the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of the institution of
the Synod of Bishops, Pope Francis
quoted St. John Chrysostom, stating,
“‘Church and synod are synonymous,’
inasmuch as the church is nothing
other than the ‘journeying together’
of God’s flock along the paths of
history toward the encounter with
Christ the Lord.”
The Synod of Bishops is an
assembly of bishops, representing
all the bishops, who advise the pope
on the governing of the Church.
It was established as a permanent

institution by Pope St. Paul VI on
Sept. 15, 1965, after the Second
Vatican Council. But the tradition
of bishops advising the pope and
helping in the governance of the
Church dates to the Council of
Jerusalem, recounted in chapter
15 of the Acts of the Apostles,
when apostles and church elders
decided that Gentiles could become
Christian without first undergoing ›
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SISTER DOLORES (SARAH
JAMES) DOOHAN, BVM,
93, of Mount Carmel Bluffs,
1160 Carmel Drive, Dubuque,
IA., died Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021.
Visitation and Rite of
Committal were held Nov.
30, 2021 in the Mary Frances
Clarke Chapel. Burial was in
the Mount Carmel cemetery.
Sister Dolores was born
on June 15, 1928, in San
Francisco to James and
Sarah (Cannon) Doohan.
She entered the BVM

SERVICE DIRECTORY |
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congregation Sept. 8, 1946,
from St. Paul Parish, San
Francisco. She professed
first vows on March 19, 1949,
and final vows on Aug. 15,
1954.
She was an elementary
teacher in Sacramento, CA.;
Chicago, IL, Missoula, MT;
Portland, OR.; and Kauai, HI.
She was preceded in death
by her parents and a brother
John (Marilyn) Doohan. She is
survived by a nephew Kevin
(Leslie) Doohan, San Carlos,
CA.; a niece Colleen (Bill)
Bockholt, Foster City, CA.; and
the Sisters of Charity, BVM,
with whom she shared life
for 75 years.
Memorials may be given
to Sisters of Charity, BVM
Support Fund, 1100 Carmel
Drive, Dubuque, IA 52003 or
online at:
www.bvmsisters.org/
support_donate.cfm.

Button Law Inc.
Elizabeth M. Button,

Trust & Estate Attorney

Probates * Wills * Trusts
Sensitive to those Struggling with Loss.
Serving the Entire Bay Area
Woman Owned & Operated

Free consultations.

1052 Filbert Street San Francisco, CA 94133
Call Today: (650) 703-6038
www.buttonlawsf.com
CROSSWORD ANSWERS

HELP WANTED

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS
SOUGHT FOR ARCHDIOCESAN SCHOOLS
The Department of Catholic Schools
of the Archdiocese of San Francisco,
is seeking elementary principal candidates for
the 2022-2023 school year. Candidates must be a
practicing Roman Catholic in good standing with the
church, possess a valid California Standard Teaching
Credential or the equivalent from another state,
a Master’s Degree in an educational field and/or
California administrative credential or the Certificate
in Catholic School Administration from Loyola
Marymount University *, be certified as a catechist at
the basic level** and have five years of experience
in teaching and/or in administration with Catholic
school experience.
*Principals who are not in possession of both
educational qualifications, must complete the
requirement within a three year period of time from
date of hire.
** Principals who are not in possession of basic
certification in religion at the time of hire, must
complete the process before they start their position.
Application materials may be downloaded
from the official DCS website by visiting:
www.sfarch.org/employment.
The requested material plus a letter of interest should
be submitted before Feb. 15 to:
Christine Escobar, Human Resources Manager
Department of Catholic Schools
One Peter Yorke Way, San Francisco, CA 94109
Salary will be determined according to archdiocesan
guidelines based upon experience as a teacher or
administrator and graduate education. Medical, dental,
and retirement benefits are included.
ARCHDIOCESAN STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
The Archdiocese of San Francisco adheres to the following
policy: “All school staff of Catholic schools of the Archdiocese of
San Francisco shall be employed without regard to race, color,
sex, ethnic or national origin and will consider for employment,
qualified applicants with criminal histories.” (Administrative
Handbook #4111.4)

Notice of Non Discriminatory Policy As to Students
All Archdiocese of San Francisco schools admit students of any
race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges,
programs, and activities generally accorded or
made available to students at the schools. It does
not discriminate on the basis of race, color or
national origin in administration of its educational
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and
loan programs and athletic and other schooladministrated programs.
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FENCES AND DECKS

JOHN SPILLANE
FENCES & DECKS
Lic. # 742961
Retaining Walls, Stairs,
Gates, Dry Rot
Senior & Parishioner Discounts
650-291-4303

FLOORING

CHACON FLOORING
Hardwood Floors,
Refinishing, Carpets,
Linoleum, Custom
Commercial/Residential
C: 415-297-1715
O: 415-769-5367
www.chaconflooring.com
Warehouse/Showroom:
76 Charter Oak Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94124

HANDYMAN

ALL PURPOSE HANDYMAN
Free Estimates
Painting, Roofing, Fences,
Gutters, Gardening,
Landscaping, Demolition,
Hauling, Moving, Janitorial
Call Grant: 415-517-5977

RETREATS
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Southern Italy —
May 20-June 5, 2022

BIRO & SONS, INC.
We restore family heirlooms.
1150 Folsom Street
San Francisco, CA 94103
415.431.3480
birosilver@gmail.com

Holy Land and Jordan —
September 2-19, 2022

Turkey Part Two and Dubai —
2012 HOLY LAND
October 7-23,PILGRIMAGES
2022
Fr. Mario
has been leading 18-29
May 26-June 6
& September
pilgrims to the Holy Land

TRAVEL

ST. CLARE’S
RETREAT CENTER
Peaceful, quiet setting.
Virtual, House, Contract
retreats
2381 Laurel Glen Rd.
Soquel, CA 95073
831-423-8093
stclaresretreatcenter@
gmail.com

Santours-#2092780-40)
Fr.
Mario
Contact
Fr. Mario at: DiCicco
(312) 888-1331 or
mmdicicco@gmail.com
FrMarioTours.weebly.com

VALLOMBROSA CENTER
Conferences and meetings,
Retreat and spirituality
programs.
Overnight accommodations
250 Oak Grove Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025
www.vallombrosa.org
650-325-5614
www.biroandsons.com

LANDSCAPING &
GARDENING

for 43 years.
Join
Franciscan
(Tours in Conjunction
with

SEEKING USED
CAR / TRUCK / RV

JOIN FRANCISCAN
FR. MARIO DICICCO
(PhD In New Testament)

TRANSPORTATION
NEEDED
Private person seeking
to buy a used car, truck
and RV
Call Grant: 415.517.5977

Holy Land Pilgrimage
(A Lenten Journey) —
March 19-30, 2022
Shrines of Blessed Mother in
France, Spain & Portugal —
April 19-May 7, 2022

H OP LL
L
A
N
D
UMBING WORKS
S A N

JP LANDSCAPING &
GARDENING
License #319526
Clean up, Weed Removal
Lawn Services, Trimming
Fences and Cement
Serving SF; 415-664-1199

CAHALAN CONSTRUCTION
Painting • Carpentry • Tile

“Earthquake” Retrofit • Additions
Remodels • Repairs

415.279.1266
mikecahalan@gmail.com
LIC#582766
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F R A N C I S C O

Specialty: Tankless Water Heaters

PAT HOLLAND | 415-205-1235
CA LIC #817607

BONDED & INSURED

Joseph Clancy Painting
v i c t o r i a n r e s t o r at i o n
Residential & Commerical
FREE ESTIMATES | EPA Certified

O: (415) 668-1021
C: (415) 806-9262
jclancypainting@gmail.com
LICENSE #664830

BONDED
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CALE N DAR

UPCOMING EVENTS
Feb 5, 10 a.m.: Wedding Anniversary Mass – St. Mary’s
Cathedral with Archbishop. More info HopfnerE@
sfarch.org
Feb. 8, 6:30 p.m.: Rosary on feast of St. Josephine
Bakhita and day of prayer against human trafficking.
More info: https://sfarchdiocese.org/event/
bakhita2022/
Feb. 12: Converging Roads—Health Care at the Service
of Patient and Professional, St. Patrick’s Seminary &
University. https://forlifeandfamily.org/events/cr22sfca/
Feb. 12, noon: Chinese New Year’s Mass at St. Anne of
the Sunset.
March 2: Ash Wednesday, Lent begins
March 4-6 : Life-Giving Wounds retreat weekend
(adult children of divorce); more info HopfnerE@
SFArch.org
March 12: Catholic Men’s Conference, St Pius parish,
Mass with Archbishop, more info HopfnerE@SFArch.org

SYNODALITY …

CONTINUES FROM PAGE 53
circumcision and also decided that Christians did not
need to comply with Jewish dietary laws.
Since then many provincial councils, diocesan
synods, and now synods of bishops have been used as
consultative instruments in the Church in which to
preserve unity, eradicate heresy and abuses, as well as
address pastoral challenges and threats.
As the bishops gathered for the Second Vatican
Council, there was renewed interest in synodality
and a desire to rediscover a more active listening to
the Holy Spirit and one another. Through this more
collaborative engagement between the clergy and
laity, there would result a greater support for the
clergy in their responsibility of governance as well
as for the laity in their special vocation “to make the
Church present and fruitful” to the world in their
daily lives, as called for in the Vatican II document,
Lumen Gentium, “Light of the Nations.”
Pope Francis has called for the dioceses of the world
to contribute to the upcoming Synod of Bishops on
synodality. The themes he has chosen for this are:
Communion, Participation and Mission. In order to learn
more about this synodal process here in the Archdiocese
of San Francisco, please visit sfarch.org/synod. ■

ABCS

HELPLINES FOR CLERGY/CHURCH
SEXUAL ABUSE VICTIMS
(415) 614-5506 This number is answered by Rocio
Rodriguez, LMFT, Archdiocesan Pastoral Outreach
Coordinator. This is a secured line and is answered
only by Rocio Rodriguez.
(415) 614-5503 If you wish to speak to a
non-archdiocesan employee please call this
number. This is also a secured line and is
answered only by a victim survivor.
(800) 276-1562 Report sexual abuse by a bishop or a
bishop’s interference in a sexual abuse investigation to
a confidential third party. www.reportbishopabuse.org
56

OF

CATHOLICISM

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

B

T

U

A

Y

F

B

E

P

A

M

I

C

E

X

R

K

N

Q

B

P

J

I

C

A

P

L

W

L

K

E

A

Q

O

X

B

E

I

S

I

D

L

Y

E

B

V

L

C

Z

F

L

E

J

M

H

L

R

U

P

T

I

B

F

C

T

L

C

Y

C

J

O

A

I

A

P

A

V

K

S

G

E

A

A

X

N

X

P

H

H

U

R

B

O

L

G W C

M

T

R

K W R

C

G

Y

P

M

L

V

Y

T

A

S

E

A

N W

I

C

A

U

B

E

S

U

C

Z

N

I

C

T

D

A

C

G

D

P

B

J

J

K

O

X

D

T

H

L

S

F

V

X

B

I

R

E

T

T

A

Z

L

P

I

A

F

W N

H

Y

C

A

V

I

Z

S

V

E

A

S

H

P

D

F

A

P

C

R

U

C

I

F

I

X

B

M

X

B

E

N

B

R

R

Y

L

J

A

X

C

T

I

J

O

L

I

L

V

L

K

T

J

Z

W A W R

ABBEY
ALB
ALTAR
AMICE
APOSTLE

BAPTISMAL FONT
CANDLE
BELLS
CATECHISM
BIRETTA
CHALICE
BISHOPRIC
CHAPEL
JANUARY B
2022
| ICATHOLIC
SAN FRANCISCO
REV
ARY
CRUCIFIX

A R C H B I S H O P R I O R DA N H I G H S C H O O L

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS MAKE
GREAT COMMUNITIES!
Find Your Future
Riordan offers a values-based, Catholic, college preparatory education to
prepare young men and women for leadership and lifelong success.
BIOMED

New this year, an innovative
curriculum that connects science,
ethics, and human systems.

BOARDING

The only high school boarding
program in San Francisco, with
students from across the world.

ENGINEERING

A four-years honor program that
bridges design, technology, and
imagination.

H O U S E S YS T E M

LEARNING
SUPPORT

A specialized program
of academic support
that celebrates
the diversity of
learning styles.

A community of spirit,
mentorship, camaraderie,
and healthy competition.

S U M M E R P R O G R A M S F O R K - 8 S T U D E N T S S TA R T J U N E 1 3 !
www.riordanhs.org • (415) 586-1256
175 Frida Kahlo Way, San Francisco, CA 94112
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